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The Covid- 19 Lockdown Breakdown 

 
1. South Africa has been put under lockdown for 21 days. 

a. The lockdown begins on midnight 26 March 2020 and ends on 16 April 2020.  

2. This ensures that everyone stays at home in order to decrease the spread of Covid-19.  

3. These conditions have been put into place in order to flatten the spread of Covid-19 :  

a. All shops and businesses that do not provide an essential service must be closed.  

b. This includes but not limited to restaurants, bars, coffee shops and delivery services not related to an essential 

service.  

c. But excludes pharmacies, laboratories, banks, essential financial and payment services, including the JSE, 

supermarkets, petrol stations and health care providers.  

d. All businesses in the supply chain for essential services such as medication and food will be operational. 

e. Firms and businesses that  are able to continue their operations remotely should do so. 

f. The sale and movement of alcohol is prohibited 

g. An increased presence of the police force and South African National Defence Force to ensure the 

implementation of the lock down.  

h. People can move around only  when an essential service is required e.g for medical purposes, an emergency or 

for grocery shopping  

i. South African borders have been limited to only accepting goods that are required for essential services but will 

have to be sanitized first.  

j. All international and domestic flights, rail way transport, long distances buses have been prohibited  

k.  Public transport, such as taxis, e-hailing services and buses, will operate during 5:00 - 9:00 am and 16:00 - 19:00 

only. To transport those who are required to fulfil their essential services roles or to make use of an essential 

service.  

4. Home Affairs will only be issuing temporary identity documents and birth certificates and death certificates. 

5. Should you not obey any of the regulations, you might be liable for a fine or 6 month imprisonment.  
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